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Volleyball closes
out weekend
with tight matches
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WOMEN’S TENNIS TEAM STARTS SEASON ON HIGH NOTE

GVL | ROBERT MATHEWS

Campus safety: The Little Mac Bridge is under construction.

BY RYAN JARVI
NEWS@LANTHORN.COM

The Little Mac Bridge on
Grand Valley State Universi
ty’s Allendale Campus closed
at noon Sept. 6 for mainte
nance and will remain closed
for an unknown duration.
James Moyer, associate vice
president for Facilities Plan
ning, is overseeing the project.
“We apologize for the in
convenience, but we can com
plete the work more quickly by
re-routing foot traffic,” Moyer
said in a release. “Well keep
the campus community in
formed with progress reports.”
Though the bridge is said
to be in excellent condition
from repairs that were made
four years ago, erosion in
the ravine below the bridge
had reduced the amount of
ground cover around the
structure’s footings, accord
ing to a study received by
Campus Planning earlier
this week. The study recom
mended replacement of soil
around the footings and fur
ther stabilization of the slopes
surrounding the ravine.
“The work is being done

by FTC&H,” Moyer said,
which is a group that has
been working on campus for
more than 10 years assisting
GVSU with civil engineering
projects and other things.
“Part of their task is to
help us develop a budget
for the work,” Moyer said.
“We don’t know yet what
the budget is because we’re
working on that now.”
Moyer said the depart
ment is working with
FTC&H to sort through so
lutions and is unsure of how
long the project will take.
“The erosion problem
has been going on for
years at the university be
cause of how we manage
storm water,” Moyer said.
FTC&H has collaborated
with Facilities Planning for a
couple of years on managing
the storm water issue, Moyer
said. I he effort has provided
several solutions to manag
ing storm water including
the installation of rain gar
dens on campus, retention
structures and a storm water
management system located
near the TV tower.
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Kicking off the season: Junior running back Michael Ratay rushed past an Azusa Pacific defender. The Lakers won the home
opener game with a strong first half, but had a less than satisfactory performance during the second half.

GV football wins 13th consecutive home opener game
or one half, the Grand Valley
State University football team

GVSU scored the first 31 points of the
game en route to a 38-17 victory.
“There’s positives to take away from
the game both offensively and defen-

Azusa Pacific didn’t pack it in even
after trailing 31-0 in the third quarter.
They continued to run the read option out of their spread formation and

looked like the No. 14 team in
the country.
The Lakers wasted no time in giving
Azusa Pacific University a rude welcoming to Lubbers Stadium. In the first
matchup between these two schools,

sively and special teams,” GVSU head
coach Matt Mitchell said. “In the first
half, I think our defense was really controlling the line of scrimmage and putting pressure on the quarterback and
really keeping them off balance.”

had success on the ground, tallying 196
rushing yards for the game.
“They started hitting us with a few
things in the third quarter in the run

BY BRYCE DEROUIN
SPORTS • LANTHORN.COM
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COURTESY | HONORS COLLEGE

Leading the pack: The Honors College welcomed more than 400 freshmen students in
August, sending the class of 2017 to the record books as the largest honors class in GVSU.

COURTESY | ANDREW MCLEAN

Remembrance: The 9/11 Never Forget Project aims to remind people of the Sept. 11 attacks by
planting one flag for every American lost in the 2001 crashes.

Remembering 9/11
Students plant flags for Never Forget Project
BY ALYSSA RETTELLE
arettelle@lanthorn.com

Twelve years after the
Sept. 11 attacks on the
World Trade Center in
New York City, Grand Val
ley State University’s Col
lege Republican chapter is
partnering with the Stu
dent Senate to host the 9/11
Never Forget Project, which
will take place on GVSU’s
Allendale Campus.
The lawn east of the
Kirkhof Center between
the sidewalk and Zumberge
pond has been reserved for
Sept. 11, when the group
will be arranging 2,977 U.S.
flags to represent the 2,977
victims of the terror attacks.
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No greater honor
BY LIZZY BALBOA
editorial@lanthorn.COM

When freshmen Kelsey Keipert toured
Grand Valley State University last year, she
was enchanted by the sterile Niemeyer Living
Center and the simple general education program of the Frederik Meijer Honors College.
Thus, she eliminated the University of
Michigan and Michigan State University
from consideration and
enrolled for her fall semester in the still-growing college.

told us in the survey, nearly 80 percent
said Grand Valley was their first choice
and a large proportion of those said the
Honors College was a major reason,
That bodes well for us in the sense that I
think we can continue to attract people.”
GROWTH

Chamberlain said there were 389 freshmen in the 2012 class, and
while the official numbers
for this year have not yet
been calculated, he antici-

JEFF CHAMBERLAIN
DIRECTOR OFTHE HONORS COLLEGE
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BRIEFS
MOOT RELEASES WEBSITE FOR
FOOTBALL GAME-DAY TRAFFIC
Anyone planning on going out to Michigan State Uni
versity, University of Michigan or Detroit Lions foot
ball games can now predict congested game day traf
fic. Michigan Department of Transportation has released
q. new section of their website called “Getting to the
Game." This page will give football fans information on
where major construction projects are happening on the
way to the stadiums. Fans will now be able to find alter
nate routes or know if they need to leave ahead of time
to account for traffic delays. There will not be specific in
formation about how much fan traffic there will be. “Get
ting to the Game" will be updated weekly. The MDOT
website also includes construction information all over
the state and can be found at www.michigan.gov/mdot.

LGBT RESOURCE CENTER HOSTS
LGBTQ MINOR EVENT
All Grand Valley State University students, faculty and
staff members are invited to celebrate the newly estab
lished Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgendered and Queer
minor at a reception event to be held today. The event
will be hosted at the LGBT Resource Center in Kirkhof and
will give all attendees the chance to commemorate the
beginning of this new minor. Remarks will begin at 4:45
p.m., but guests are invited to join the celebration at 4
p.m. For more information contact lgbtcenter@gvsu.edu.

GVPD GETS NEW CHIEF

i

Grand Valley State University recently hired Renee Free
man to take over as the new director of Public Safety and
police chief. Freeman is currently working as a lieutenant
in the Grand Haven Department of Public Safety, where
spe has spent 27 years working her way up from an officer
position. She also spent 14 years at GVSU's Police Acad
emy, working mainly as an adjunct faculty, but also held
the position of academy director for one of those years.
Freeman earned a bachelor of arts degree in criminal jus
tice from GVSU in 2004 and will officially begin her du
ties Sept. 30 to replace Barb Bergers, who retired in June.

WHEELHOUSE TALK WITH HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Mary Buikema, executive director of Habitat for Hu
manity of Kent County, will speak at the first Wheelhouse Talks of 2013-2014, which are hosted by Grand
Valley State University's Hauenstein Center. Buikema
will explore the meaning of home and creating oppor
tunities of affordable homes for families. The talk will
begin at 12:30 p.m. on Sept. 11 at the Urban Institute
for Contemporary Arts, 2 W. Fulton St. Grand Rapids.
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TEEN SENTENCED IN RAPE CASE
Late last month, Felipe Lopez-Velasquez was sentenced
to between six and 15 years in a state prison for unarmed
robbery and then will serve 11 to 44 years for first-degree
criminal sexual conduct. The crime happened Sept. 10,
2012, near Valley Avenue and West Fulton Street on the
west side of Grand Rapids. Lopez-Velasquez, who was
16 at the time, admitted shortly after police arrested him
that he and a 14-year-old assaulted, raped and robbed a
Grand Valley State University student after she got off
the bus around 9 p.m.The 14-year-old also pleaded guilty
to charges in November 2012.

At the Lanthom we strive to bring you the most
accurate news possible. If we make a mistake, we
want to make it right. If you find any errors in fact in
the Lanthom, let us know by calling 616-331-2464 or by
emailing editorial@lanthorn.com.

When combined with
improved retention rates,
the growth of the freshmen
class correlates to growth
of the college as a whole.
Philip Batty, director of
Institutional Analysis at
GVSU, found that from
2007
to

2012,
Honors
College
grew from

1332

total

though, the director does not
expect a more stringent ap
plication process to prevent
further growth and make the
college more exclusive.
“I don’t believe that rais
ing expectations for an ACT
score will result in better
students—and it would be
hard to have higher stan
dards for high school GPA,
since our average is now
nearly 4.0,”
Chamberlain
said.
“We could
Honors
be moredis-

I don't think
should be so exclusive

that it bars extremely
growth competent students.
students.

ing

skills

^ught-

may begin JEFF CHAMBERLAIN
and it may
to slow in DIRECTOR OFTHE HONORS COLLEGE
come
to
the
next
that—but I
few years, though.
don’t think Honors should
“In terms of ‘how much be so ‘exclusive’ that it bars
do we expand,’ that’s still extremely competent stuunder discussion,” Cham- dents. I’d rather find ways
berlain said, but he added to accommodate the numthat there could be a natu- bers as long as we have reral “leveling-off” point, sources to do so.”
“Normally in a university,
A steady trend of freshan honors college is about 6 men eligible for Honors has
percent or 10—at the max— correlated with a steady acof the percent of the univer- ceptance rate and could consity students overall. Eight tribute to the “natural levelpercent is a more common ing-off” that Chamberlain
figure, and we’re not quite expects to see.
at 8 percent yet. We will be
The percentage of eligible
about that when we reach freshmen who actually en1,500 (total students), so it rolled in the Honors College
might be kind of a natural was 50.2 percent in 2007
place to level off a little bit.” and 53 percent in 2012.
Chamberlain said he ex“The
acceptance
rate
pects the number to be has been pretty much the
close to 1,400 this fall, same,” Chamberlain said,
which puts the college “(But) the number of applijust short of its 8-per- cants has been growing.”
cent, 1,500-student point.
The number of incom
ing
freshmen
meeting
the
eligibility requireACCEPTANCE
ments has grown from 498
Freshmen students must in 2007 to 508 in 2012.
have an ACT composite
score of at least 28 and a high
school GPA of 3.5 or higher RESPONSE
to be eligible for the college.
As the college continues
Even as the college ap- to see record numbers of
proaches its potential peak, freshmen, the focus is not

REMEMBER
CONTINUED FROM A1
by the terror attacks of Sept. 11,
2001,” Benavidez said.
Many of the flags are already owned
by the Student Senate; however, about
1,900 were purchased with the Col
lege Republicans’ budget, which
comes from donors who live in Grand
Rapids and surrounding areas—some
private, some sitting officials.
“We wanted to ensure that we were
remembering the events of Sept. 11
with the most pride possible, and new
flags are how we are doing that,” Be
navidez said. “It is very important for

Chamberlain said the col
so much on initial class
lege
may devise plans in the
growth, but on retention in
future to construct class
later years.
“The point to me is a criti rooms in the new living cen
cal point: if we start losing re ters to make them more like
tention (or) if retention starts the original Niemeyer build
getting worse,” Chamberlain ing, or a new building will
said. “To me, that shows that be constructed, altogether.
we’re not really accommodat
ing students very effectively,
and I think we’ve accommo TRANSFERS
While the freshman class
dated them quite well. We’ve
managed to keep up with and college, itself, continue
freshmen sequences and ex to grow, transfer numbers
pand our offerings signifi remain stagnant—and low.
“What I’m trying to get
cantly and in ways I think are
a
handle on, to tell you the
really enriching.”
This year, the college added truth, is when we turn some
two interdisciplinary fresh one down, we almost never see
men sequences—which are that person again, even though
general education require- we said in a letter (that) you
ments for honors students— can always apply once you’re
and revived a retired sequence, already (at GVSU),” ChamLast year, two or three others berlain said. “They don’t tend
were added to keep up with to come back.”
the rising demand brought on
Chamberlain
said
he
by new freshmen.
thinks the main reason is
“People are coming out that most students don’t
of the woodwork who want realize the opportunity is
to create new and unique there. The Honors College
sequences,”
Chamberlain is working to get the word
said, adding that he’d like out, though,
to see the trend continue.
“It does get more difficult
The colif somelege
has
body’s
also been
coming
required
in fairly
to respond People are coming out
late
in
to housing
#
■
■
■_
their acadifficulties of the woodwork who
demiccaas the class
si/es
expand.
Previ-

want to create new and ree^”

cK;
OUSly,

JEFF CHAMBERLAIN
DmECT0R
qftHE HONORS COLLEGE

tht

unique sequences.

Niemeyer
Living and
Learning Center accommodated all freshmen honors
students, as well as a few upperclassmen who elected to
retain their residency. Now,
with greater freshmen interest, the college has had to
create a second honors community in Hills Living Center, and then spill even more
freshmen into Pickard Living
Center, which is two-thirds
honor students this year.

said, adding that
students
hrinoino
^
^

in comp 1 e t e d
general education credits
would
overlap
requirements if they took Honors
courses,
Even still, the college
took in more transfers this
year than ever, and changes to academic programs
that would allow students
to take honors courses
through their majors might
increase the number even
more in the future.

the university to remember the events the United States, as a nation we must
remember the effects
of that day, not only
,tfje events of this day
to honor the victims
had all over the globe,”
and the heroes, but to
Benavidez said. “With
remember and move
We wanted to
this simple motion,
forward as a nation.”
Grand
Valley
can
Many individuals ensure that we were
show the world that
born prior to and
remembering the
we have not forgotten,
in the early 1990s
remember
exactly events of Sept. 11 with and that we will never
forget the events of
where they were 12
that infamous day.”
years ago when they the most pride.
The College Re
heard the news about
,
.
• vt
RICARDO BENAVIDEZ
publican
chapter is
the tragedies in New student senate president
encouraging students
York City, the Penta
to use the hashtag
gon and near Shanks“#NeverForgetGV” while tweeting
ville, Pa.
“Although this was a terror attack on and Instagramming about the event
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Fair to offer volunteer, internship opportunities
CSLC aims to connect students with organizations, prospective employers
BY STEPHANIE BRZEZINSKI
SBRZEZINSKI @ LANTHORN.COM

Grand Valley State University’s Community
Service Learning Center will host another Non
profit, Volunteer and Internship Fair for stu
dents who are looking for ways to get involved
on campus and in the community. Valerie Jones,
assistant director of Student Life who also over
sees the CSLC, said there will be more than 50
nonprofit organizations in attendance this year,
which is the largest number ever hosted.
“We want to reach out to local nonprofit orga
nizations and invite them to campus so they can
provide students with information,” Jones said. “It
is a way for students to get connected to opportu
nities that will make a difference.”
Student must check in with their ID, and
then they are free to walk around to browse
the various opportunities. Jones said there
will be organizations for students of all
ages, interests and majors—including those
that serve youth and the environment.
I he number one goal is to help students learn and
understand more about the nonprofit organizations
and the needs of the community, Jones said.
The CSLC also wants to promote the
importance of volunteering as a way to be
come an active citizen, and Jones said she
hopes students will find a place they belong
through these service opportunities.
“The fair is an outlet for them to find
what they’re passionate about,” she said. “It’s
critical to find your niche on campus.”
Jones also emphasized that students should
find a “meaningful way” to give back to the com
munity, and the fair is a good place to start. In
addition, students may also develop their profes
sional and personal network as they make con
nections with employers, organizations and other
students with similar interests and skills.
“No matter what your major, there’s lots
of opportunities that connect directly to
your major,” Jones said.
Bryana Hopkins is the volunteer and proj
ect coordinator for Family Futures, which
operates in the West Michigan area. The
organization’s main focus is on supporting
families and helping children succeed, and it
has attended the fair in previous years.

GVL | ARCHIVE

Exploring options: Students peruse tables at a past internship fair. The Community Service Learning Center hopes to help interested students
get involved and step outside of their comfort zone at the Nonprofit, Volunteer, and Internship Fair this year.

“We hope to emphasize how unique and awe
some the volunteer and internship opportunities
are that we offer at Family Futures,” Hopkins said.
Beside recruiting new interns and volunteers,
Hopkins said the other main goal for Family Fu
tures at the event is to continue its connection with
G VSU students, the CSLC and Career Services.
Hopkins said she has had good experiences
working with GVSU students in the past and
would like to reach out to student organizations
and faculty from different departments.
The fair is ideal for students who have
had trouble searching and finding opportu
nities like internships.
Nick DeMaagd, a journalism major, said it has

been difficult to find an internship in his field. He
hasn’t heard of the fair, but is interested in attend
ing so he can talk to potential employers about in
ternships and look for volunteer opportunities.
“Getting an internship is important for
me because having job-related experience
before graduating is a must for students
these days,” DeMaagd said. “And I find it im
portant to have an internship in your Field
because you’ll get experience and work in an
environment that facilitates your interests.”
Courtney Huntoon, a secondary education
and history major at GVSU, said she has not heard
of the fair either, but would like to attend this year
to get more information on volunteering oppor

tunities in the area. Huntoon wants to be a teacher
when she graduates and said her ideal volunteer1
ing activity would be with high school students.
“I want to make a difference,” she said.
“Every time I have volunteered in the past
I have felt I was making a difference in th£
community, and it was a good feeling.”
Valerie Jones’ final tips for students who
plan to attend the fair: dress professionally
and bring a resume.
The event takes place from 1 p.m. to 3
p.m. Sept. 12 in the Henry Hall Atrium. ,
For more information about the Non
profit, Volunteer and Internship Fair, visit
www.gvsu.edu/service.

Health centers proactively fight flu
GV offers walk-in flu clinics for those looking to avoid sickness this fall
BY RYAN JARVI
NEWS@LANTHORN.COM

It’s getting near that time
of the year again when stu
dents come to class sneez
ing, coughing and wheez
ing—or don’t come to class
it all because they’re too
sick to get out of bed.
“If you’ve ever had the flu,
you won’t ever want it again,
that’s for sure,” said Mary
Jo Miedema, a registered
nurse at Grand Valley State
University’s Family Health
Center.
The flu can lead to time
out of work and away from
school, but it can also be
costly in extra medical bills
associated with other pos
sible complications.
‘’Lots of times, it’s not just
the flu itself, but it can lead to
pneumonia,” Miedema said.
GVSUs Family Health

Center will be offering flu
clinics in multiple loca
tions at various times in an
attempt to deter the virus
from spreading.
“Historically we look and
it’s very hard to predict,”
Miedema said of the sever
ity of the flu season. “But
you never know what’s go
ing to happen.”
Miedema said the Centers
for Disease Control and Pre
vention recommends that
everyone 6 months and older
be vaccinated once per year.
“Last year, I believe we
saw influenza A in the early
season—in November, De
cember—but then we had an
other round in February and
March, which was most likely
influenza B,” Miedema said.
Though influenza A and B
are different strains, they have
relatively the same symptoms

and both are covered under
the vaccine the center will be
administering.
“The influenza that we’re vac
cinating against is more of a re
spiratory influenza,” Miedema
said. “It strikes very quickly.”
Typical symptoms include
severe body aches, high fever,
cough, chills and headaches.
“It’s a sudden onset and
sadly a long duration,” Mie
dema said. “It can be sev
eral days of feeling that bad,
(and) if you’re not protected
or treated, it can turn into
pneumonia and other com
plications.”
Many places offer flu vac
cinations in October and No
vember, but the last few years
the center at GVSU has been
starting earlier than that.
“It has varied over the
years, it just depends on
vaccine availability, but the

last few years we’ve started cinate, the sooner we can be
in September,” she said. “We protected,” she said.
The center is offering a
purchase a certain num
ber, and it is first come first number of walk-in flu clin
serve, but in recent years we ics at different times in mul
haven’t run out. What we’re tiple locations.
hoping to do is vaccinate
“If you’re in a community, in
classes
before
and
we see
dorms,
flu.”
there’s
The
vaccine The sooner we can
that
chance
is inac
f
tivated vaccinate, the sooner we o
spread
and not
ing the
a
live can be protected...
flu
to
virus, so MARY JO MIEDEMA
each
it won’t REGISTERED NURSE
other,”
actu
said
ally get
people sick, Miedema said. Cindy Kruizenga, office coor
Some people who get vacci dinator at the center. “If none
nated may feel fatigued, but of those times work for any stu
the majority of the time no dents, faculty or staff, they can
call us at the health center and
symptoms are seen.
“The sooner we can vac schedule a time to come in.”

66

Any GVSU faculty, staff,
retirees, students and oth
er community members
are welcome.
.o
“There’s a $25 fee for stu
dents, which they can put
on their student account,”
Kruizenga said.
GVSU students can also
pay the fee by cash or check,
with payment by credit or
debit cards only available
at the GVSU Family Health
Center location. Students
who want to put the charge
on their account must pres
ent their student ID card.
The First flu clinic will be
held from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
on Sept. 11 at GVSU’s Fam
ily Health Center, 72 Shel
don Blvd SE, Grand Rap
ids. For .a complete list of
clinic locations and times,
vist www.gvsu.edu/events/
walk-in-flu-vaccinations-1.

The freshman with faith
GVstudent-preacher offers direction
BY CARLY SIMPSON
csimpson@lanthorn.com

A

K any

First-year stu-

1V1 dents at Grand Val

ley State University come
to school unsure of what they want to do with their
lives. The Rev. Lincoln Norris, a student at GVSU, al
ready knows what he wants to do and has been doing
it for years.
“I want to make a change in the world,” Norris said.
“I want to teach others about the good news. Some
people don’t know the right way to go, and I think
there are a lot of people who are trying and just need a
little help to find the right direction."
The 18-year-old freshman First accepted the title
of reverend in September 2009 when he was a fresh
man in high school. He began to preach at the Greater
Apostolic Faith Temple in Detroit and also traveled to
different churches to speak on behalf of the pastor for
anniversaries, birthdays and funerals.
“I can’t lie, when I First started out I was nervous,”
Norris said. “After a while you start to get the hang of it.
For the most part, it’s a very enjoyable experience. Not
only do you get to preach to people you know in your
community, but you also get to reach out and encounter
people from other countries. I’ve come into contact with
people of all different kinds of nationalities and denom
inations. It’s been a great experience to have."
Norris, a member of the Church of God and Christ, is ma
joring in religious studies and is involved with several prayer
GVL | AMANDA GREENWOOD and bible studies on campus. Previously, he studied under his
ft* future; Student-Reverend Lincoln Norris has been preaching since 2009 unde, the Rev. James Johnson, and Bishop Gilbert E. Patterson.

His young age has never stopped him from pursuing his goal.
“You should have some training in ministry, but you;
can’t be taught in class how to effectively preach and
tell the word to others,” Norris said. “There is no de
gree that can teach you how to do that. I think staying
active in the church is the most basic and important
thing to do. It’s important to be passionate. Having a
background in teaching helps, but it isn’t everything.”
Norris is currently working on starting his own*
ministry on campus to provide students with more op
portunities for service and worship.
“Especially when people leave for college, their
minds wander and don’t know where they are headed,”
Norris said. “Sometimes they need a little guidance or
just someone to talk to. I’m trying to create a ministry
of my own on campus with weekly services for those'
who want to learn more about the word of God. I want
to do this until the Lord calls me home. This is my!
vision, to teach and preach to others, because I love
people and the good we are all capable of doing. I want
to help people keep their hearts open.”
Norris’ dream is to one day have his own minis-'
try and church. He also wants to travel and preach'
throughout Michigan and other states.
“To minister means to be honest with the word,"’
Norris said. “Teach those who need to be taught, who*
feel they need to be taught and show them the right way. •
Teach them so they can help others. To do what God
wants and not what man wants. That’s what it means to
be a reverend. My dream is to reach millions."
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Who hates class discussion?: Or, have some guts

of us don’t want to do at all?
JHOGAN8LANTHORN.COM
I will hazard a few guesses.
First, it seems that some of us
ere
is, to some,
a
frightening truth: syl have noticed certain party fouls
of class discussion that either
labus day is long gone, which
means that many of us we will turn us off from participating. I
be obliged to spend most of will list a couple.
1) The ad hominem attack.
our remaining class meetings
If you have taken logic or
in discussion.
Open class discussion, where watch Nancy Grace you know
the professor asks probing ques what this is. Person 1, enraged
tions while pacing near the white (probably irrationally) by the
board or sitting casually on her views of Person 2, responds to
desk, is for many of us nothing Person 2’s argument by saying
new, just another requirement of something like, “Well, you’re
the syllabus. And we’ve found, stupid and ugly!” Closer to
in previous semesters, that even home, imagine the preachers
if “discussion” or “participation” who frequent the transitional
accounts for only 20% of our link between Padnos and the
course grade, it is the thing we Lake halls. Ostensibly they
are here to talk reasonably
end up doing all the time.
And so I ask: why is discus about Christianity (or just to
sion sometimes the thing many convert us). However, stu
BY JOE HOGAN

H

QUESTION OF THE ISSUE
What traditions would you like to see at
GVSU to honor those lost on Sep. 11?

dents complain that these
preachers accuse them of be
ing “sinners” or “sluts.” And
then, of course, after listening
to these preachers interpret
the bible, some of us simply
respond, “you bible-thumper!” In thiTs case, ad hom
inem goes both ways.
2) The unproductive tan
gent. This may be the most
common complaint of stu
dents reluctant to participate
in class discussion. Here’s
one story I recently heard:
A girl slouches in her chair,
frustrated, as she listens to
some students “go off on
Obama” in her “News and
Society” class. She explains
that if those students had
related the president’s ac
tions to the influence of the

media, then their complaints
would be relevant to the
class. But they didn’t—they
just thought that because the
professor mentioned “poli
tics,” they could dominate
class discussion by dissing
the president. Not so.
Both of these issues de
tract from class discussion,
but commonly they’re the
result of a larger problem:
something that is fundamen
tal to the very point of being
at a school like Grand Valley.
Here, we ought to be engaged
and impassioned, to grow
in thought and character; in
fact, this is supposed to be
why we’ve chosen to come to
Grand Valley.
Then why is it that we can
not, or do not, discuss with the

VALLEY VOTE
Do you think GVSU needs to
expand its housing?
No 7%

intensity and precision, even the
spirit, of which we are expected?
In short, why can’t many of us
“do” class discussion? I propose
one answer.
3) A lack of intellectual confi
dence. What do I mean by this?
1’U give you an example.
Many times we see our
professors at the front of the
class, speaking confidently
and powerfully about a top
ic—one for which they re
ceived a PhD—and as a result
we are reluctant to speak up.
Perhaps we feel intimidated,
even bullied into adopting
the argument of the profes
sor, as if he will humiliate
us if we don’t. Or maybe we
simply close our mouths and
entrench ourselves in our
own views, convinced that

are flat-out wrong.
Both of these methods, I
say confidently, are misguided;
not only that, they defeat tjfie
purpose of attending a school
like Grand Valley. We are not
here to “get knowledge,” t (Jr
sideline ourselves during a Re
bate, and remain unchanged.
Instead, we are meant to adopt
the same power and intensity
of thought that are exhibit
by our best teachers. Howrto
we do this? Not by closing our
selves off, but instead by strug
gling desperately for the right
words to express our thoughts
and inclinations and, further,
by learning how to enter tl*m
thoughtfully, skillfully intolhe
discussion. And to do thieve
first need one thing: some

WEB EXCLUSIVE

Should GVSU increase Honors
admissions requirements?

Read the blog

LANTHORN.COM

“Freshman Food”
by Taylor MabelitinL

_
"I think a school-wide moment of si
lence would be a nice way to honor
those lost on September 11th."

the professor and our pe^fft
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GET COMPETITIVE
KRISTEN VANDER LUGT
Freshman
Special Education
Manton, Mich.

"A field of flags representing each
person lost in the 9/11 event."

GISELLE GOMEZ
Junior
Elementary Education
Manton, Mich.

"Have the National Anthem song
on in the afternoon. Have a mo
ment of silence."

RACHEL WILSON
Sophomore
Physical Therapy
Novi, Mich.

1JH

As the student population of the Frederik Meijer Honors College increases, the Lanthorn
calls on college administrators to raise admission requirements and become exclusive.^
lTI

lower the acceptance rate to attract even
ichigan Gov. Rick Snyder said
more impressive students who recog
at his spring commencement
nize and appreciate a greater sense of
speech that Grand Valley State
competition.
University is becoming known as the
This is precisely what the college
“Michigan of the west.”
should plan to do in the near future.
As more and more students continue
For some prospective GVSU honors
to choose the Allendale-based school’s
students, the only concern they have
Honors College over the likes of the
about choosing GVSU over an academic
University of Michigan, his comment
powerhouse like Georgetown Univer
seems more and more believable.
sity is a lack of affirmation; they believe
Recent reports show that Grand
the move is unprecedented, and they
Valley State University’s Frederik Meijer
feel shamed by their peers who have
Honors College continues to see an
been sucked into the prestige of other
nual increases in freshmen interest.
colleges. If these students understood,
The college is snatching students away
however, that they’d be joining the ranks
from schools with perhaps more name
of others who turned down scholarship
recognition, like the University of Notre
offers to the University of Notre Dame,
Dame and Northwestern University,
they’d certainly feel more inclined—or
which brings it to a higher level of com
at least validated in their decision—to
petition in the academic world.
choose GVSU, as well.
But the university should not sit
Essentially, a greater exclusiveness
passively and simply welcome the highin the Honors College would assure
achieving students with a smile and a
prospective students that their potential
wave. As the population increases, so
classmates are on the same academic
does the college’s chance to become
and motivational level. Is there a better
more selective in its applicants and

M

r«
selling point for cut-throat students? We
think not.
This is GVSU’s opportunity to recruit
the brightest and the best and become,
itself, a fierce competitor in academia.
It’s also a chance to repay those students
who had enough faith in its potential to
set the precedent of choosing GVSU. ^
Its students have given it the chance
to rise to the standards of highly com nor
p
petitive schools with extreme acceptance'
ii&j
rates—certainly the University of Michi
gan and perhaps even Harvard Univer- r(fc^
sity. The honors students—all students,
really—have invested in the university Q1
and showed faith in its potential by en- ,({,
rolling in it to begin with. Now, reward
them by advancing to the next level an
proving to them that they made the rigl
choice of where to attend college.
Why wait to level off? Let’s level off
now. Make the immediate decision to
improve the Honors College and raise i
to a higher level with stronger students.
Don’t be complacent with a 4.0 average
high school GPA. Shoot for 4.5.

"A gathering and then a moment
of silence with a speech before or
after."

GREG MAYNARD
Freshman
Athletic Training
White Lake, Mich.

"A moment of silence for all those
lost on Sept. 11."

JESSE KIMMEL
Freshman
Business
Lake Orion, Mich.
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•
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The goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthorns opinion page is to act
«s a forum for public discussion,
comment and criticism in the Grand
Valley State University community.
Student opinions published here do

| not necessarily reflect those of the
| paper as an entity
•
The Grand Valley Lanthom aims
to be a safe vehicle for community
! discussion. The Lanthom will not
| publish or entertain any forms of
• hate speech, but will not discriminate
against any other views, opinions or
beliefs The content information and
views expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those of
the university, its Board of Trustees,
officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the
opinion page appear as space permits,
and are reserved for letters to the
editor only, all other reader-generated

content can be submitted to the
Grand Valley Lanthorns YourSpace
page by emailing community!?
lanthom.com.
Letters to the editor should
indude the author’s full name and
relevant title along with a valid email
and phone number for confirming the
identity of the author. Letters should
be approximately 500-650 words in
length, and are not edited by the staff
of the Grand Valley Lanthom outside
of technical errors for darity.
To make a submission, email
at editorial @>lanthom.com or by
dropping off your submission in
person at:
0051 KIRKHOF CENTER
GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401
616-826-8276

Got something to say?
We'll listen.
editorial @ lanthorn.com

How to choose the right partner

BY GARRICK SEE
GSEE@LANTHORN.COM

If you are like me, then
you’re probably thinking
about your love life a lot
more than you should be.
Regardless if you’re a guy
or girl, we all suffer from
I’m-Going-To-Die-Alone
phobia, which I assure you
is not the worst thing that
could happen to you.
All of us have been brain
washed into thinking that
there is “The One” out there
for all of us and, if we don’t
find him/her, then we are
doomed to walk this earth
nnarrnmiunipd

I’ve been

in that situation countless
times, and I still get little
jolts of it every now and
then. It’s definitely difficult
to brush away those feelings
of loneliness and insecurity
when you’re surrounded by
people who, to put it in an
other term, have found their
lucky penny.
I’m sure you’ve seen
couples roaming around
campus and just mellowing
in their own little romance
while you’re sitting alone
with your lunch and just
hoping that those feelings
would go away by staring
into your phone or laptop.
Well, I am here today to tell
you that it’s not going to get
easier, but instead it will be
more adaptable according
to your current situation re
volving around everything
you’re involved in.
A recent discussion that
I looked at talked about

the falseness of “true soul
mates” and how, by giv
ing in to the idea, it will
even greatly dampen your
chances of finding some
one. We often put too much
emphasis and importance
on finding someone perfect
due to all the music, mov
ies and books we connect
with. The “you complete
me” phenomenon is a very
dangerous game to play be
cause we know that nobody
out there can ever succumb
to the perfect being of our
other half in our minds.
So what are we supposed
to do then? I hate to be the
guy to say it, but in this age
of competitiveness, the very
best that you can do is to put
yourself out there and show
what you really are in all its
earnestness. Don’t pretend
to be someone you’re not,
and just be genuine so that
other people can see that.

Also, as humans we tentii
want to impress other p
pie, but that is not the
important thing; it is
ability to shed some ligh
other people for a cha
instead of yourself.
Here’s a challenge for
instead of trying to
yourself look good and
sentable in front of peopl
why not reverse the situation
and help to make someone
else look good for a change?
Compliment
them,
help
them out with an assignment
or even say something nicd
about them to other people,
You’d be amazed at how i
person will react to that de
spite being in the worst of
times. Once you’ve done
that, everything will roll intd
place. The greatest challenge
in this world is not to se4
who comes out on top as the
strongest, but who can still W
humble in spite of defeat. —

/
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AWRI goes Blue
Annis Water Resources Institute wins grant to aid Blue Economy
uy ELUE PHILUPS
epnillipt@lanthorn.com

, The Annis Water Resourc
ed Institute of Grand Valjfey State University has been
^warded a one-year, $75,000
"rant by the C.S. Mott Founlation to encourage the de
velopment and growth of the
HTlue Economy.”
The Blue Economy relejs to using our natural

water assets in a sustain
able fashion to promote and
transform economic growth
in Michigan,” said Alan
Steinman, AWRI director
and principal investigator.
AWRI is partnering with
John Austin of the Michi
gan Economic Center at the
Prima Civitas Foundation to
connect with local communi
ties developing their natural
water assets through econom

ic development efforts, water
technologies and education,
research and stewardship.
Austin has been involved
with the Muskegon Lakeshore Chamber of Com
merce’s efforts to address the
Blue Economy issues in Mus
kegon, as well as the city’s
strategic position to exploit
its water resources for eco
nomic development and the
creation of new jobs.

____ A5

“Water matters in eco
nomic development these
days,” Austin said at a cham
ber event in 2012. “Water is
the backdrop of our lives. It’s
magical. It is very powerful as
a place definer.”
The grant will assist the
various Michigan communi
ties, educational institutions
and private firms making
Blue Economy efforts and will
collaborate with John Allan,
director of Gov. Rick Snyder’s
administration’s Office of
Great Lakes, who is develop
ing an overall water strategy
for Michigan.
“We are showing through
our work at the Annis Water
Resources Institute, in Mus
kegon and West Michigan,
the economic power of clean
ing up our waters and water
fronts,” Steinman said. “We
are producing new talent and
ideas that can manage our

numi:

Senators discuss role of LakerTraditionsTeam, fresh sorority
rority and who has maintained
HLENTZ@LANTHORN.COM
a 2.7 GPA. The sorority will
rand Valley State Univer begin recruitment on Sept. 27,
and students interested in the
sity’s Student Senate met scholarship can check Orgsync
Thursday to talk about a few
for more information.
projects returning to campus Representatives from the
and hear from representatives of newly established Laker Tradi
several new organizations.
tions Team were also present
The newly established soror at the meeting to tell the senate
ity Sigma Sigma Sigma attended what their team is all about.
the meeting to inform the senate
“We’ve heard positive things
of its agenda for this year.
from people who have attended
“Were very excited to have the traditions we have had so
Sigma Sigma Sigma on campus,” far this year such as the Laker
said Ricardo Benavidez, Student for a Lifetime Kickoff Party and
Senate president. “We look for Campus Life Night,” said Alyssa
ward to their contributions to Smith, chair of the Laker Tradi
campus this year.”
tions Team. “It’s great to get feed
Representatives from the or back from the people we target
ganization said the sorority will for these events and learn new
be offering a $500 scholarship ways to make our plans for next
to any female GVSU student year even better.”
who has not yet pledged SaTSd-"
The team told the senate it

G

(

has many more events planned
for the remainder of the school
year including the highly antici
pated homecoming celebration,
which will feature a performance
by musical artist Steve Aoki and
have a Wizard of Oz theme.
“The Laker Traditions
Team has done a great job so
far, and I can’t wait to see what
happens the rest of the year,”
Benavidez said. “I helped with
the kickoff event, and it was a
great success. It was awesome
to see so many freshmen stick
around and continue to bond
because of the tradition.”
A representative from the
Recreational Center will discuss
upcoming events and address
the Student Senate at its next
meeting Sept. 12 at 4:30 p.m. in
the Cook-DeWitt Center.

WANTED

formation; to create a review
session with the involved per
sons for the purpose of finetuning the reporting; and fo
produce and publish “Phase
One Report: A Compelling
Blue Economy Vision.”
The hope is that this coop
eration will help public ar|d
private leaders identify arid
support effective efforts, as
well as inspire other groups to
develop their own Blue Econ
omy strategies. Additionally,
the investigation funded by
the grant will examine the best
practices for managing fresh
water resources, as well as
provide a better understand
ing to how public and private
partnerships, state and local
governments, philanthropic
institutions and other orga
nizations can improve Michi
gan’s water-based strategies.
To learn more about AW RI,
visit, www.gvsu.edu/awri.

ffe/tdwg the ^an/holti

GVL | LAINE GIRARD
Gratitude: Student Senate President Ricardo Benavidez joined his fellow senators in thanking
the members of the new student groups for attending the meeting and explaining their

BY HANNAH LENTZ

water sustainably. This proj
ect will allow us to inventory
the blue economy initiatives
throughout the state and use
that information to incentivize additional economic
growth based on sustainable
fresh water principles."
The grant, which is part of
the Growing Michigan’s Blue
Economy Initiative, has five
tasks: to convene a core group
of targeted
stakeholders,
practitioners and informants
to identify potential avenues
and targets for the inventory
of Blue Economy activity in
the state; to compile an inven
tory of Blue Economy build
ing practices and activities in
local communities, firms, col
leges and universities; to in
tegrate research and findings
into a draft, the “Blue Econo
my Inventory and Issues Dis
cussion Report,” which will
summarize the gathered in-
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Paid for by Valley City Sign & Pioneer Construction

Construction brings huge collaboration
BY BRIANA DOOLAN
BDOOLAN@LANTHORN.COM

ioneer Construction
has been working
with Grand Valley
State University for
than two decades, with re
cent projects including the
Mary Idema Pew Library and
the Seidman Center.
Established in 1933, Pioneer
is now a fourth-generation owned company.
“We are builders that have a
passion for detail, safety, sched
ule and budget,” said Scott
Veine, director of sustainability
and project manager at Pioneer
Construction. “Our core of
craftsmanship has been passed
down over four generations.
Although technology is a criti
cal component in our manage
ment style, our trades make us
who we are.”
Because the company is
family owned, Veine said he
believes Pioneer Construction
has a stronger work ethic.
“We are built on a strong
foundation with an eye to
the future,” he said. “Our
founder established a repu
tation for strong work eth
ics, personal service, quality
craftsmanship and a handson management approach.
In honor of his legacy, these
qualities continue to be the
trademark of our company.”
Veine was project man
ager for both the Mary Idema
Pew Library and the Seidman
Center; he saw the projects
from design until turn over.
Veine was responsible for pre
construction advisory services,
estimating, bidding, contracts
and project coordination.
“I was supported by a large
and talented team at Pioneer,”
he said. “My team was com
prised of estimators, project
engineers, safety managers
and the best superintendents
in the business. I worked di
rectly with the facilities team of
James Moyer and Bob Brown
at GVSU. I had the great op
portunity to work with SHW
(MIP library architect) and

P

GVL | ROBERT MATHEWS

Construction plans: James Moyer described layout plans inside the Mary Idema Pew Library.
Moyer and those involved in the construction celebrated the library’s formal dedication last

ibiaiy and Seidman buildings
BRIANA DOOLAN
3DOOLAN9LANTHORN.COM

T 7 alley City Sign
\

has had a long
standing, positive partnership with Grand Valley
State University. The company, which designs and
produces custom, commercial and architectural
signs for interior and exterior design, has part
nered with GVSU for a number of years on nu
merous projects around campus. Recently VCS
worked on GVSUs Mary Idema Pew Library and
the Seidman Building.
' Mary Cook, owner of VCS who works in
shies, said she takes pride in the quality of prod
uct that rolls out her doors. She said she enjoys
vyatching the concept go from paper to life dur
ing the design process.
; VCS was established in 1948 and has produced
comprehensive exterior and interior sign pack
ages. The company is a 100-percent employeeowned business, which means each employee
has some ownership of the company. Because of
this, each employee has a vested interest in the
products they design and generate.
! “That’s why there is so much pride in this com
pany, because we all have something in it,” Cook
said. “We do everything 100 percent, the product
is awesome and we do a phenomenal job.”
’ VCS has a great relationship with many West
Michigan organizations and has worked on a
dumber of projects in the past, including: FifthThird Bank, Fifth-Third Ball Park, Spectrum
Health, YMCA, Goodwill Industries, numerous

casinos, the University of Michigan, Michigan
State University, Michigan International Speed
way and Meijer, just to name a few.
“As business owners, we take great pride from
concept, design, engineering, custom fabrication
and Anally installation of any size sign package—
from a single sign to major corporate signage
change-over,” Cook said. “We have designers on
staff to create and lay out a way of finding proj
ects directly with the customer to help keep cost
down—a one point purchase project—as well as
work with architectural firms for such projects.”
VCS has completed multiple sign projects
for GVSU over a number of years. These
projects include the exterior building signs
for the complexes around both campus
es. It also created the initial way-finding
signs (directional signs) at GVSUs Allen
dale Campus and the rooftop letters on the
Center for Health Sciences building. VCS
designed and produced the 200 and 1,400name donor boards in the Mary Idema Pew
Library as well as the etched story boards
and the donor-recognized room wraps. In
the Seidman Building, it designed and pro
duced the exterior building identification
signs, and there are plans for donor dedica
tion plaques to be installed in the exterior
patios and courtyards.
Visit www.valleycitysign.com for more
information.

Robert AM Stern and Inte
grated Architecture (Seidman
Center) in a way to understand
their designs, understand their
expectations and then instill
those expectations to all of the
more
builders that were part of the
projects utilizing a collaborative
solutions-oriented approach.”
Pioneer has also been the
general contractor for numer
ous other projects at GVSU
including Padnos Hall, the
DeVos Center, the Center for
Health Sciences, Lake Ontario
Hall, Neimeyer Living and
Learning Center, South Cam
pus Apartments and more.
Pioneer Construction was
the controlling contractor
in building the Mary Idema
Pew Library, which means
it managed all 34 trade con
tractor partners that were
on site, including 645 trades
people. Overall, the team
managed more than 250,000
man hours at the library.
“When you look at the li
brary, you see this wonder
ful inviting place that screams
technology, yet has a subdued
landing place for the students,”
Veine said. “Every detail was
thoughtfully executed from de
sign to installation. As students
walk through this wonderful
facility, I hope they take time to
look at the intricate woodwork,
detailed stainless steel accents
and architectural aesthetic de
tail around every corner.”
Pioneer Construction was
also the controlling contractor
in building the Seidman Cen
ter. There were 26 trade con
tractors, including 530 trades
people on site and 200,000 man
hours worked. In addition, Pio
neers ironworkers erected the
steel structure of the building,
and the general trades division
hung doors, built architectural
wood walls, constructed and
built every piece of casework,
placed the tackboards and
whiteboards and installed all of
the landscape furnishings.
“When you walk into the
Seidman Center, it’s classic ar
chitecture at its best,” Veine

said. “Although bias, I would
contend this is an architectural
landmark for West Michigan.
This buildings design was ex
ecuted by internationally re
nowned architect Robert AM
Stern. With the support of lo
cal architects (and) integrated
architecture, design became
reality. The woodwork, stone,
masonry and attention to detail
is timeless. I had the great for
tune of touring many business
schools in the design process,
from University of Michigan to
Harvard, and GVSUs building
is among the best.”
Pioneer collaborated with
a number of different groups
on the Mary Idema Pew Li
brary project including MIOSHA, SHW, the commis
sioning agents of FTC&H anfl
the GVSU facilities teams.ilt
was also heavily engaged wfir
GVSU library staff, physiol
plant teams and public safety
on site logistics and faculty and
student safety.
Pioneer collaborated with
Robert AM Stern (RAMSA) on
the Seidman Center, and it also
worked with Nicholson Con
struction (general contractor of
the ‘big dig’ in Boston) to estab
lish a new method of ground
stabilization in West Michigan.
Together with subcontractors,
structural engineers, soils en
gineers and architects, the team
implemented a solution used
for the first time Michigan.
“Pioneer would like to
thank the thousands of do
nors, administration, building
committees, faculty, staff and
the facilities group for giving
us these fantastic opportuni
ties,” Veine said. “But more
importantly, we want to thank
the students and their families
that continue their support and
engagement of this wonderful
university. We understand the
university is making a differ
ence in the next generation
and are proud to be a small
part of it. Even though Pioneer
comes from an assortment of
educational backgrounds, we
are all Lakers.”
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SHORTS
FIVE FORMER
LAKERS PREPARE
FOR NFL SEASON
As the NFL regular
season kicks off, five pre
vious Grand Valley State
University football play
ers hope to make a differ
ence for their respective
teams.
More and more GVSU
players are finding their
way onto NFL teams as
the years pass by, as evi
denced by four players
who joined a 53-man ac
tive roster this season:
cornerback Brandon Carr
of the Dallas Cowboys,
linebacker Dan Skuta of
the Dallas Cowboys, of
fensive tackle Cameron
Bradfield of the Jackson
ville Jaguars and offen
sive guard Tim Lelito of
the New Orleans Saints.
Rookie wide receiver
Charles
Johnson
be
gins his NFL career on
the practice squad with
the Green Bay Packers.

BALL

GVSU VOLLEYBALL

GVSU VOLLEYBALL

GVL | JESSICA HOLLENBECK

Stepping It up: Abby Ebels and Abby Aiken go up for a block against District of Columbia. The
Lakers finished 2-2 in the Grand Rapids Classic over the weekend.

A LUKEWARM PREMIER

CLUB HOCKEY
FINALIZES ROSTER

GV women's volleyball team goes 2-2 at weekend GR Classic

A year after finish
ing as the runner-up in
the Division II American
Club Hockey Association
(ACHA) national tourna
ment, the Grand Valley
State University men's
club hockey team has an
nounced its roster for the
upcoming season. The
team returns a number of
key players from a year
ago, including forward
senior Chad Wilhelm, ju
niors Brad Wilhelm and
Matt Smartt and sopho
more Kyle Stoller. Defen
semen senior Bob Penrod
and junior Kyle Vanderstelt will also return to the
fold this season. GVSU is
led by head coach Mike
Forbes.
The team begins its
2013-2014 campaign at
Wayne State University
on Sep. 24 at 8 p.m.

try,” GVSU head coach Deanne
Scanlon said. “We know where
we stand right now, but also
he Riverfront Hotel know where we fall short.”
Grand Rapids Classic
The team started its sea
proved to be an emo son off on the right foot
tional roller-coaster ride on
for Friday against Adelphi
the home
University,
team.
sweeping
The
the Panthers
Grand Val Our coaches were
in three sets
ley
State
(25-14, 25University hammering us about
16, 25-14).
women’s making the next
The tables
volleyball
were turned
team upset play...
in the night
the No. 6 BETSY RONDA
cap, how
team in the SOPHOMORE VOLLEYBALL PLAYER
ever,
as
country
the Lakers
over the weekend, but was were then swept by St. Leo
plagued by an inability to University (25-15, 28-26,
close out games, ultimately 25-23).
finishing with a 2-2 record
GVSU appeared to be in
in the seven-team event at for a long weekend after a
Fieldhouse Arena.
25-12 loss in the first set
“These were some of the best against No. 6 Southwest
volleyball teams in the coun- Minnesota State University
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STANDINGS
FOOTBALL
GLIAC North Standings
GVSU
MichiganTech.
NMU
Ferris
Hillsdale
Northwood
SVSU
Wayne State

1-0
0-0
0-0
0-1
0-1
0-1
0-1
0-1

GLIAC South Standings
Findlay
Ohio Dominican
Ashland
Lake Erie
Malone
Tiffin
Walsh

1-0
1-0
0-1
0-1
0-1
0-1
0-1

VOLLEYBALL
Tiffin
Ashland
Ferris State
Findlay
Malone
Ohio Dominican
Wayne State
GVSU
Northern Mich.
Northwood
Walsh
MichiganTech
SVSU
Lake Erie
Lake Superior
Hillsdale

3-0
3-1
3-1
3-1
3-1
3-1
3-1
2-2
2-2
2-2
1-1
1-3
1-3
0-0
0-0
0-4
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Getting pumped up: The Lakers prepare to take on the
Adelphi Panthers by getting together as a team.

ence ended up being the
difference in a wild, fourset battle with the Tritons,
as each set was decided by
two points (26-24, 25-23,
30-28, 27-25). The teams
exchanged blows through
out, as evidenced by 33 tie
scores and 12 lead changes.
Junior outside hitter Abby
Aiken proved to be an out
standing asset in the loss,
racking up 28 digs to go
with 25 kills.
“We had a lot of leads this
weekend,” Aiken said. “It was
frustrating, especially be
cause we know we can beat
these teams. We just have
to be more conscious about
where we are in the game.”
Sophomore setter Kaitlyn
Wolters also had a strong

performance, tallying 50 as
sists, while freshman libero
Nicayla Joyce notched 21 digs
and a pair of service aces.
Although the event was
frustrating at times, the Lakers
showed a great deal of athleti
cism, potential and resiliency
in each of the four games. The
team lost five of seven sets by
two points or less.
“We had a lot of ups and
downs,” Ronda said. “We
know we’re right there, but
just have to learn to gut out
those last couple of points and
make plays when we need to.”
The team will return to
action Friday when it heads
west to play four games in
the Oredigger Classic at the
Colorado School of Mines
in Golden, Colo.
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Women's tennis seizes early success
BY PAT BICANICH
PBICANICH@LANTHORN.COM

After practicing against each
other constantly, the Grand
Valley State University women’s
tennis team was anxious to start
its season and finally begin com
peting against other schools.
The Grand Valley State
University women’s tennis
team got off to a strong start
in Canton, Ohio, where it
swept Malone College 9-0.
“It’s interesting to see dif
ferent styles of play,” junior
Kelly Trapp said. “We get
really used to each other
in practice. It’s nice to play
someone you aren’t so fa
miliar with and make the
necessary
adjustments
throughout the match.”

Junior Lexi Rice set the tone
at No. 1 singles by defeating
Asia Harris 6-1,6-2. The rest of
the Laker lineup followed suit
by winning the next 5 matches
while only losing 5 games total.
Jumping out and getting an ear
ly lead on opponents is crucial
to GVSU’s success.
“Winning the early matches
is huge,” Rice said. “It shows the
other team that we are focused
and ready to win. Teams see our
record and how we come out at
the beginning of a match and
they get intimidated.”
Head coach John Black was
pleased with the balance his
team showed this weekend.
“We are a very deep team
and there is very little differ
ence from one to eight in our

lineup,” Black said. "The bot won 8-4 in the No. 1 spot, while
tom of our lineup won easier the other two doubles teams
this weekend and the top shutout their opponents 8-0.
had some tougher matches. Strong doubles play has been a
We have
point of em
eight play
phasis for the
ers
that
Lakers this year
compete We need to be up 2-1 and will be one
every day
of the keys to
if not 3-0 heading into their success in
and they
are pret singles play in order 2013.
ty much
“I was hap
inter to be successful.
py with our
change- JOHN BLACK
doubles play
able. As a HEAD TENNIS COACH
this
week
coach, this
end,”
Black
is a good issue to have.”
said. “Everyone has a new
Junior transfer Carola Orna partner so it was nice to see
competed in the No. 5 singles early success. Doubles will
position and won 6-1,6 0 in her be key if we want to make
first match with GVSU.
a run at nationals and the
In doubles, Rice and Orna GLIAC title. We need to be

up 2-1 if not 3-0 heading
into singles play in order to
be successful.”
The Lakers picked up right
where they left off on Saturday
by defeating Walsh University
7-2. The Lakers won four of
six singles matches and swept
the three doubles matches on
their way to their second vic
tory in as many days.
Juniors I.eah Dancz and Kali
Phillips combined to win 8-6 in
No. 1 doubles. GVSU was sched
uled to face off with I^ike Erie
Sunday morning but the Stortii
was forced to forfeit because of
injury and eligibility issues.
The Lakers will host Find
lay University in their home
opener on Friday at 3 p.m. at
the GVSU tennis courts.
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Football shows flashes of potential in season opener

BY BRYCE DEROUIN
GVL SPORTS EDITOR

SOCCER
Ashland
1-0
Lake Erie
1-0
Malone
1-0
Walsh
1-0
MichiganTech
1-1
GVSU
0-0-1
Ohio Dominican 0-1-1
Northwood
0-0
Findlay
0-1
SVSU
0-1
Tiffin
0-1
Ferris State
0-2
NMU
0-2

on Saturday, until sopho
more outside hitter Betsy
Ronda took matters into
her own hands. The Lakers
raced out to a 7-0 lead be
hind four service aces from
Ronda, which seemed to
completely swing the mo
mentum against one of the
nation’s top teams.
“Our coaches were ham
mering us about making
the next play and forgetting
about the past,” she said.
The 2012 GLIAC Fresh
man of the Year was unstop
pable at times and eventually
led the team to three straight
victories (25-21, 26-24, 2520). She finished with a total
of 16 kills and eight digs.
The stage was set for a
thrilling finale against Eckerd College; both teams en
tered the season ranked just
outside the top 25.
GVSU’s lack of experi-

For the Grand Valley State University
football team, it was a tale of two teams
in their season opening win.
No, not GVSU and Azusa Pacific
University, but instead, GVSU and
well, GVSU.
The first half showed us the “good”
version of the Lakers. GVSU was look
ing like the team that was chosen by the
coaches to win the GLLAC North and
look worthy of the No. 14 ranking in
the country. After the Lakers opened
up a 31-0 lead early in the third quar

ter, it finally looked like the Lakers were
ready to put their problems of 2012 in
the past.
Then the third quarter came along,
and we saw some of the same problems
that plagued GVSU last season.
Last year, the GVSU defense had
trouble stopping the run and gave
up an average of 226.5 rushing yards
per game.
In this year’s season opener, Azusa Pa
cific used the spread read option to get
back in the game, gaining 196 rushing
yards on the ground, including Terrell
Watson—Azusa Pacific’s lead back—to
run for 182 yards himself.
Granted it didn’t help that one of
GVSU’s best players—junior defen
sive end Matt Judon—missed the
rest of the game after only playing
two defensive possessions after he
suffered a leg injury on the first punt
of the game for Azusa Pacific.
Senior linebacker Charles Hill

Buy, Sell and Promote!
//////________________

also missed significant time in the
second half with an injury, but
Mitchell didn’t think it was too se
rious. Add to the fact that junior
defensive tackle Isiah Dunning was
already missing from the game due
to getting run over by one of his
teammates on campus, and injuries
are quickly becoming a theme here
in 2013, just as it was in 2012.
When I asked Mitchell in the pre
season about the defense at media
day, he let out a deep sigh before ex
plaining to me all the work they did
into making sure they don’t have a
repeat of 2012. It was noticeable that
last year wore on him; he was prob
ably tired of answering the same
questions about the defense and af
ter last year, was probably ready to
put it behind him. Still, there was an
optimism and confidence when he
talked about this year’s defense, and
for the first half; it looked like the

I
changes paid off.
Did GVSU struggle stopping the run it
times in the second half? Yes. However*T
don’t think that last night was a problerti
of scheme, or not having the right play
ers. Instead, it was simply a story about a
team that had a 31-0 lead and started to
lose some of its edge.
Mitchell noticed it on the sidelines,
and to everyone else watching the game,
probably saw that GVSU wasn’t playing
with the same fire as when they opened
the game. When you’re leading by 31
points, that can sometimes just be a natu
ral reaction.
The goal line stand late in the game was
an example that this defense can step up
when it needs to. Those four plays inside
the laker fi>ur, were reminiscent of the
GVSU team that opened the game and
played with a chip on their shoulder, [foes
last years team make that same goal line
stand in that situation? In my opinion,
they don’t.
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Piercing the defense: Junior running back Chris Robinson weaves past Azusa Pacific defenders during the
first home game for the Grand Valley State University Lakers.

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM A1
‘ game, and we didn’t do a great
job of adjusting to some of the
things they were doing in the run
game,” Mitchell said. “I was just
disappointed to the middle part
and the end of the third quarter
that our defense wore down a little
bit, especially upfront.”
The Lakers managed to have
their own success on the ground,
accumulating 185 rushing yards,
including a 73-yard touchdown
run by junior running back Mi
chael Ratay, which is tied for the
14th longest in school history.
. Junior quarterback Heath Parling was efficient in his return to the
field after reconstructive knee sur
gery last season. Parling completed
J 4 of 24 passes for 177 yards, two
touchdowns and an interception.
“There was good and bad,”
Parling said. “Probably more
Had right now than there was
good. First half we did alright,
btif 'fcietortd' hilf/there was ob
viously-too many mistakes. It
starts with myself on down.”

Similar to the defense, the Laker of
fense struggled in the third quarter.
After opening the second half
with a touchdown that was set up
on an 83-yard kick return by se
nior Reggie Williams, the GVSU
offense suffered a three and out,
fumble and another three and
out on consecutive possessions,
which allowed Azusa Pacific to
get back in the game.
“To be honest with you, I feel
that after we ripped the kickoff
return in the third quarter that
there might have been a little bit
of a letdown,” Mitchell said. “We
didn’t approach things as good
as we could have approached
things in the third quarter. I
don’t feel like on the sideline we
had the killer instinct that you
need that great teams have. That
will be addressed.”
While Azusa Pacifc was able
to have success on the ground, it
struggled to move the ball through
the air against the Laker defense.
The two quarterbacks for Azusa
Pacific combined to complete only
15 of 30 passes for 143 yards and
threw three interceptions.

“I think we had a good scheme
going in,” said sophomore defensive
Hack Brad Horling. “All week we al
ways do a good job game planning.
There are obviously some things to
work on. We busted a couple and
had some guys get behind us in the
back half of the defense in the second
half that set them up with good field
position. I think the success we had
today holding them to 17 points was
from the game plan and coaches.”
Senior
linebacker
Jordan
Kaufman led the team in tackles,
recording 11 stops in the game,
and had a fumble recovery. Ju
nior DeVonte’ Jones and seniors
Erik Thompson and Michael
Hatcher recorded interceptions
for the GVSU defense.
The win marks the 13th straight
home season opener that GVSU
has won. Mitchell will take the
win, but wasn’t happy with the
total product of his team.
“Good to get a win,” he said.
“Azusa Pacific was a physical
ball team. It’s a 21-point win,
but at the same time, I don’t feel
that we performed as well as we
could have in certain areas.”

r OVERVIEW
IT WAS OVER WHEN.. . the GVSU defense stuffed Azsua Pacific at the Laker
goal line with 2:59 left in the game. After struggling for much of the second half, the
GVSU defense rallied to not let Azusa Pacific in the end zone after it had a first down at
the Laker four-yard line, including two plays from the Lakers' own one-yard line.
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Sweet celebration: Michael Ratay and Brad Horling celebrate after a touchdown.
The Lakers went on to defeat Azusa Pacific 38-17 in the season opener.

r SCORING SUMMARY
1ST QUARTER
13:09 GV

Kirk Spencer 11 yd pass from Heath Parling 7-0
09:38 GV

GAME BALL... goes to the offensive line. While it wasn't a perfect game,
(Parling was sacked three times) for a relatively new offensive line, they faced
pressure on numerous occasions and gave Parling time to throw for most of the night.
They also opened up holes in the running game, especially on Ratay's 73-yard run.
STAT OF THE NIGHT.. . Four.The Laker defense managed to force four turnovers
(three interceptions, one fumble recovery). In the first half, the defense set up the
offense with short fields, allowing GVSU to grab the early momentum and set the tone
for the game.

Joel Schipper 23 yd field goal, 10-0
01:47 GV

Michael Ratay 6 yd run, 17-0

2ND QUARTER
05:16 GV

Kirk Spencer 19 yd pass from Heath Parling, 24-0

3RD QUARTER
11:18 GV

-WORTH NOTING

Chris Robinson 2 yd run, 31-0
05:10 APU

Defensive end Matt Judon was injured in the first quarter during Azusa Pacific's
first punt. He didn't return to the game and was in street clothes for the second
half. Mitchell said he doesn't know what's wrong with him yet.

02:53 APU

Charles Hill was also sitting out in the second half, but Mitchell doesn't believe his
injury is too serious.

4TH QUARTER

Terrell Watson 12 yd run, 31-7
Terrell Watson 12 yd run, 31-14

True freshman Joel Schipper converted his only field goal attempt, a 23-yarder,
and made all five of his extra point attempts in his first collegiate game.

12:05 APU

Heath Parling said his knee is great and experienced no setbacks in his first return
to the field after suffering a torn ACL.

10:32 GV

Micky DeFiebre 37 yd field goal, 31-17
Michael Ratay 73 yd run, 38-17
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Lakers launch season
at home on Meadows

*

Senior Derek Berribeau
shines as he takes home the
individual championship
BY TATE BAKER
TBAKER @ LANTHORN.COM

his weekend, the
Grand Valley State
University
men’s
golf team opened its
fall season as it competed
against the likes of Drury
University, University of
Indianapolis and Northwood University.
“We were all really ex
cited to get out there this
weekend,” sophomore Tyler
Polulak said. “We’ve been
working for this all sum
mer; it’s a great feeling to
get the season started.”
The
Meadows
Golf
Course played host for
the Arendsen Invitational,
as the
Lakers
had the
privilege of I don't think any of us
starting
their played really well. Its
2 0 13 going to be a long season
season
on their and we have a lot of work

T
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On top: Taylor Callen maneuvers around her opponent with the help of defender Tayler Ward. The Laker soccer team had a
successful start to the season as it emerged from the weekend undefeated.

GV soccer gets better with time
BY PETE BARROWS
PBARROWS@LANTHORN.COM

Two hours, 110 minutes.
That’s 6,600 seconds played.
Almost two full American
football games with no hud
dles or commercials.
* And in all that time, neither
the No. 2 ranked Grand Val
ley State University Lakers nor
the No. 5 ranked Armstrong
Atlantic State Pirates managed
to net a single goal on the first
day of the Holiday Inn Express
Savannah Midtown Clash on
the Coast tournament. The
season opener for GVSU con
cluded in a 0-0 overtime draw
Friday afternoon.
“To come down in 90-95
degree heat, against the home
school (that has won or tied
4T straight at home) and con
tinuing to pu$h the pace as
the game went on—especially
in the last 50-60 minutes,
I thought that we created
enough chances to maybe win
the game at the end,” GVSU
head coach Dave Dilanni
said. “We lacked quality in the
final third in terms of finish
ing inside the box and getting
in behind the back line, but
whenever you don’t give up a
goal, you have to take that as
being a positive.”
Allowing Armstrong to only
shoot four shots on goal, the balfyhooed and battle tested GVSU
defense performed as adver
tised. With only nine shots on
goal notched by the tenderfoot
leaker front, so did the offense.
“We set goals for our
selves—we don’t want to get
scored on, limit the shots—lit
tle things like that to keep the
shutouts rolling,” said senior
all-GLLAC honorable mention
defender Taylor Callen.
In a first half that could
only be described as plodding,
GVSU and Armstong com
bined for nine total shots on
net. Armstrong’s best chance
came in the 14th minute when
sophomore Brianne Mataraz-

zo tested GVSU senior keeper
Abbey Miller, who passed
with flying colors. The Lakers
fired rebuttals in the 20th and
35th minute, with freshman
forward Marti Corby who led
the Lakers with four shots,
narrowly missing both times.
It wasn’t until the final
45-minutes of regulation that
the game picked up.
With less than 25-min
utes left in the match, a deftly
placed corner from senior de
fenseman Tayler Ward marked
off the head of senior midfield
er Shelby Humphries only to
be deflected for a Pirate save.
It was the start of an offensive
flurry that continued the rest
of the game and put Arm
strong keeper Morgan Luckie
thoroughly through her paces.
In the final 19 minutes and
seven seconds of the second
half, GVSU racked up five shots,
following up with seven shots
and two fractionally missed
scoring opportunities in two
10-minute overtime periods.
“We went to our bench
just as much as they did and
I thought with about 25 min
utes left in the second half and
the group that we had on the
field caused a lot of problems
for them,” Dilanni said. “We
continued to push through
that group for the rest of the
second half, but unfortunately
we didn’t get the goal we were
looking for even though we
created the opportunities. I
think it’s becoming very ob
vious that when we’re com
mitted and on the same page,
we’re a pretty deep team—we
have a lot of options and can
play at pretty high pace.”
Sunday morning, GVSU
matched up against the No.
13 ranked Columbus State
Cougars, a squad that had
also played into overtime Fri
day, dropping a heartbreaker
to No.l ranked West Florida
3-2 as time expired. With an
opportunity to provide an ap-

propriate retort and earn the
season’s first W on the line, it
was the Lakers who respond
ed with marked improvement
and a 2-0 victory.
“Today was a great result
for us,” Dilanni said. “You
could make the case that Co
lumbus State should have won
the game against West Florida.
I thought on Friday they were
the better team, better than
Arm
strong
Atlan
tic, and
so
we We started to

*4

were

day so I just hit it, hoping it’d
make it somewhere near the
goal so someone could run on
to it, but then it just went in.”
With a ‘take shots and good
things happen’ philosophy in full
effect, freshman forward Michelle
Foote then made good on a oneon-one chance from 13-yards out
after receiving a pass from Corby
in the 63rd minute, finishing
the game and the weekend with
style. Ev
eryone—
from the
backline
backbone
build that

chemistry and play as one—“ i aPy e d
con
cerned we played as a unit.
^
r
1
tributed
about
something
playing TAYLOR CALLEN
SENIOR DEFENSE
to the win.
them.”
*
I
A 1 thought
we
played
well
on
Fri
lowing five less shots (14 against
Armstrong, 9 against Columbus day, but I thought we played a
State) on defense and totaling lot better on Sunday,” Callen
eight more on offense (19 against said. “We started to build that
Armstrong, 27 against Colum chemistry and play as one—we
bus State) in 20 fewer minutes played as a unit, we defended
of action, the Lakers looked the as a unit, we passed as a unit
part of a team in growth, learn and we became more creative
up top. Defending starts up top
ing as it goes.
“One of our main objec with the attacking players—
tives coming down here was communicating, staying orga
to get results in both games, nized, defending as a unit—and
whether ties or wins,” Dilanni I think that’s the key for the rest
said. “We did not want to take of the season, too.”
In both contests, as the
losses. So it was really impor
tant for us to come back with game went on, the Lakers got
not only as good a perfor better—saving their very best
for last in a match in which
mance—we had to be better.”
In the 57 minute 57 sec Dilanni felt the Lakers "were
ond mark, All-GLIAC second unlucky not to have won by
team performer junior Char more,” a microcosm that Laker
lie Socia snared the first offi fans and coaches alike surely
cial goal of the season for the hope to see develop with the
Lakers on an out-of-the-box team as the season progresses.
“I’ve told them all along
strike to the upper 90 off an
assist from sophomore mid we re going to be a better team
in October than we are right
fielder Katie Klunder.
“It felt pretty good,” Socia now,” Dilanni said. “How
said. “I don’t score very often, much faster we improve dur
so it was nice to get one. It was ing that time is up to them,
a nice balled laid off by Katie but we’re going to try and put
Klunder, and I just took a cou them in positions to learn. I
ple touches. Dave (Dilanni) thought we made some big
had been telling us to shoot all strides this weekend.”

slow start with a team high
score of 82.
“Cunningham, myself
and (Jack) Rider are going
to carry this team a lot this
year,
2013 and we really need to
have better performances
for us to be successful,”
senior Joel Seigel said.
“However, it was the first
match of the season and
we will learn from it.”
GVSU went on to fin
ish second overall (603),
as Indianapolis took home
the hardware with a total
team score of 594. Northwood finished third with
a total team score of 610,
and Drury rounded out the
tournament with a total
team score of 614.

home

turf.

to do.

“Its

always JOEL SEIGEL
nice

SENIOR

to
get
started out at home,” se
nior Derek Berribeau said.
“We’re obviously extremely
comfortable here, we know
where to put the ball. It’s all
about going out there and
executing.”
GVSU sat at third place
after the first 18 holes
with a score of 308, while
Indianapolis and Northwood both sat atop of the
leaderboard with scores of
302, respectively.
“The weather definite
ly played a big factor this
morn
ing,”
Polulak

“

1

don’t
think

any
of
us really
played
to well,”
Seigel
said. “Its
going to
be a long
season
and we
have a lot
of work
to do in the meantime.”
One bright spot for
the Lakers was Berribeau’s performance, as he
took home the individual
championship with a total
score pf 144. Berribeau’s
second round score of 69
(-3) is what ultimately led
him to the top spot of the
leaderboard.
“It felt really good to
start the season off on such
a high note,” Berribeau said.
“I felt like I had everything
going today, especially my
puts.
Hope:

fully
1
can
car
said.
ry this
“Once Once we got warmed
momen
we got up, we knew our scores
tum with
me into
would also improve.
our next
match.”
warmed TYLER POULAK
SOPHOMORE
A 1 up, we
though
knew
our scores would also im the Lakers may have fall
prove. It was just a matter of en short on the opening
weekend of the 2013 fall
playing things out.”
Through the first 18 season, they will soon
holes, redshirt junior Jack have another shot at beat
Rider led all scores with a ing the University of Indi
first round performance anapolis when they head
of 74. Joel Seigel and Ty down to Indy for the Uni
ler Polulak both managed versity of Indianapolis In
to tally in a score of 77 vitational at the Brickyard
while senior leader Chris Crossing Golf Course on
Cunningham got off to a Sept. 16.
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Opening minds: The 2012 Intercultural Student Reception hosted by the Office of Multicultural Affairs assisted students in connecting them with and making them aware of different cultural

al

OMA hosts Intercultural Reception
BY JACKIE SMITH

the reception serves as an educational in
troduction to the many cultural clubs and
he Grand Valley State University departments on campus that students have
Office of Multicultural Affairs will the opportunity to join.
be providing students a chance to
The event has been held at GVSU for
mingle with people of all ethnici more than 20 years and has continued to
ties and learn about other cultures. The
an
develop
and change over time. Over the
nual Intercultural Student Reception will years, several new activities have been add
be held Sept. 12 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the ed to the agenda. Last year, the reception
Grand River Room of the Kirkhof Center.
added a dance competition to the activity
“(The reception will have) an atmosphere line-up, and the OMA plans to include it
that is welcoming, where (people) can see this year, as well.
themselves belonging to whats happening,”
Amina Mohamed, a junior at GVSU, attend
said Bobby J. Springer, the associate direc ed the Intercultural Student Reception for the
tor of the OMA.
first time last year and said she looks forward to
The Intercultural Student Reception is what the reception has in store this year.
an event that is designed with the intention
“My favorite part was the dancing,” Mo
to provide an opportunity for GVSU faculty hamed said. “Everyone was involved, watch
and students to get to know each other early ing the stage and cheering on their friends.”
in the semester. Free food, music and raffle
There will also be multiple tables set up
prizes will be provided. Most importantly, for people to interact with and learn about
SMITHJ@LANTHORN.COM

T

the different departments and organiza get a sticker in a fake passport. Once
!e|t
tions on campus.
Fill your passport, you can enter a raffle
“People can go around to different tables the end of the night.”
and
communicate
Gaining additional
with different depart
information is a key vl
ments and organiza
ement of the receptiee
tions, as well as meet
Meeting different people
new
individuals,”
from different cultures
Springer said. “Stu
can benefit students and
dents and new staff
faculty in the long run.
cart meet people they
“Sometimes students
haven’t met before.
might not go to events
That’s one of the main
that touch all the de
reasons we do it.”
partments and studtfM
AMINA MOHAMED
Mohamed agreed
organizations,”
SpringpV
JUNIOR ATTENDEE
that meeting new
said. “This (reception)
individuals is one
gives you a chance to,,#fi
rewarding experience from the event.
a more intimate level, come in contact with indf
“You get to know different cultural orga viduals who might be a resource to you later.” •,
For more information, visit gvsu.edu)
nizations at the event,” she said. “For every
cultural organization’s table you visit, you oma.

conquers
BY BEN QUCK
• BGLICK@LANTHORN.COM

According to many studies, public speaking ranks as the num
ber one fear many people face. Toastmasters International is an or
ganization created to help its members confront this fear by learn
ing better ways to communicate in front of groups of people.
■+ “The club tries to create a stress-free environment
yhere students or members of
#ie community feel they can
Express themselves verbally
Without feeling like they’re beihg ridiculed,” said Eric Baum
gartner, a member of GVSU
Toastmasters Club #4380.
vjjhere are many professionals
Who are present (at meetings)
•to give constructive, support
ive and immediate feedback.”
’• Founded in 1924, Toastmas
ters International is a world
wide organization with more
BAUMGARTNER
than 280,000 members hail
ing from places such as Bom
bay, Shanghai and Vienna. Much of club members’ time
is spent giving presentations, listening to speakers and

**

You get to know different
cultural organizations at
the event.

;w

r ti rTJ rWr ♦

critiquing each other’s speaking ability in order to better
convey whatever message the speaker is communicating to
the audience. There are currently 25 members in the GVSU
Toastmasters Club #4380, which meets on Allendale’s Cam
pus. Another chapter of the organization also meets at the
Pew Campus in downtown Grand Rapids.
“There’s absolutely no intimidation,” said Tricia McDon
ald, president of Toastmasters Club #4380 and a member
since 2008. “Our whole goal is to help you become a better
speaker by guiding you. We’ll help you get there.”
The philosophy of the club is not merely to criticize and
identify which aspects of a person’s speech needs work, but to
build a base in which speakers feel comfortable and confident.
“Some people find it strange (that) when after people get
done talking, there is applause,” McDonald said. “But we
do that in order to build speakers’ confidence in order for
them to feel comfortable, to make progress and use what
skills they gain in the real world assuredly.”
Ranging from novice to advanced speakers, the dub practices giving
prepared speeches and participating in impromptu presentations called
Table Topics, which allows members to progress at their own speed.
“One of the things (that is) interesting is that you can do
this at your own pace,” member Sue Merrell said.
While participating in Table Topics, members are given ten
modules that emphasize a certain topic, such as working with

I

W

fOl
visual aids, time management, pacing and leadership. Listen^
ers gauge how well a speaker did and measure it by a system
of ‘grows’ and ‘glows.’ ‘Glows’ are
positive feedback which identify
a speaker’s strengths. Converse!
ly, ‘grows’ are areas on whicfr_4
speaker can improve.
“It’s a universal skill,” Merrell said
“Being able to project yourself clearly
can come in handy at work, in school
or even in social interactions.”
But this experience isn’t free
To formerly join Toastmasters,
students pay a $38 membership
fee every six months.
MERRELL
“But, students are more than wel
come to come and test-drive with
out being a member—just kind of sit down and see what (Toast
masters is) all about before joining,” Baumgartner said.
For students interested in joining or sitting in on a meet
ing, GVSU Toastmasters Club #4380 meets every Wednes
day in the Kirkhof Center in Room 2259 from 12 p.m. to 1
p.m. GVSU Downtown Toastmasters Club #8177 meets ev
ery Thursday at 7:30 a.m. in the University Club at GVSU s
Pew Campus.

GVsorority chapter survives with two memberi

GVL I JESSICA HOLLENBECK
Thriving: Delta Sigma Theta President Veniecia Wilson and
Vice President Lindsay Welborn pose using their Greek symbol.

;by

katelyn mudd
; KMUDD@LANTHORN.COM

Delta Sigma Theta is a small but driven sorority. After having four
of its six members graduate in April 2013, the Grand Valley State
University chapter is down to just two remaining members.
; “Even though there are two of us, we will continue the work of
our organization and uphold our values,” chapter president Veniecia
Wilson said. “Right now we are focusing on doing whatever we can

do while we are here, and on graduating.”
presidential election.
Chartered as the Lambda Pi chapter at GVSU by seven women
“We touch on topics not everyone has an opportunity
in 1974, Delta Sigma Theta is a part of the National Pan-Hellenic hear about,” Wilson said.
Council, the national coordinating body for the nine historically Af
Rather than being discouraged by its small membership.
rican-American fraternities and sororities. Over the years, the GVSU Delta Sigma Theta achieves success. It won several Gree c.
chapter’s numbers have fluctuated. Despite its
awards at the 2013 Fraternity and Sorority
small size, the sorority continues to focus on
Life Awards, including Chapter of Exce the core missions and values of its organiza
lence, the Lighthouse Award and the Found
tion.
We touch on topics
er’s Award,
“In 2011, only one girl was a member (of not everyone has an
“Hard work and dcdica,lon' sororit>'over *
the GVSU chapter),”
i
Wilson said “So we are
_
erything, even school, though it shouldn’t be th it
not the smallest we’ve ever been. The girls who opportunity to hear about. way,” Wilson said. “We have an adviser to help as
and we take the sorority very seriously.”
(graduated in April 2013) were actually one of veniecia wilson
the largest lines there has been in seven or eight president of odk
Delta Sigma Theta is a selective organizatk l.
years.”
A minimum cumulative GPA requirement of X 5
With only two members, the sisterhood has to have a and hours of community service are required of applicants, whi h
great bond and a hardworking demeanor.
makes finding members even more difficult. Women interested n
“Communication over what needs to be done and getting it joining mast first seek Delta Sigma Theta out directly; the sons y
done,” vice president Lindsay Welborn said. “We have to make will then consider them as applicants for membership.
a point to show that, even with little members, we can do it.”
“One of our mottos is that intelligent women seek out (Delta Ste
rna Theta),” Wilson said.
This requires dedication.
“If there’s an emergency, you have to drop what you’re
GVSUs racial make-up has also made attracting members dldoing and take care of it," Wilson said. “When you love an ficult for Delta Sigma Theta.
organization as much as we do, you do it ”
“Our sorority is not segregated,” Wilson said. “However, Al I
GVSU’s Delta Sigma Theta chapter remains focused on can-Americans are normally attracted throughout tradition.” W h
its goals as a sorority and as a sisterhood.
a larger proportion of students identifying as white at GVSU, t e
“We are a private, non-profit organization that provides as sorority has limited interest. This year’s rush week, known as Dc a
sistance and support to the local community and to communi Week, begins Oct 27 and consists of a week’s worth of programs tti it
ties around the world by educating and helping out those com educate potential members on what they can expect from joirj g
Delta Sigma Theta.
munities, and by sticking to our rubric of events,” Wilson said.
One of the main focuses of the organization is community
The members’love for the sorority has kept the chapter alive, i
service. Throughout the yeaf, the group averages one to two vol
“After you pledge, you’re in for life,” Wilson said. “It’s a combii iunteer projects per week. Service projects include Habitat for tion of sisterhood and service—meeting a network of people w o
love and support you no matter what while doing service profe ts
Humanity, Feeding America and collection of canned goods.
“We do service as a way of educating the communityf Wilson said. (with) one of the largest organizations in the world.”
“Through events, we try to get the (GVSU) student body involved”
For more information on the GVSU chapter of DeM.i
Past events hosted by the sorority include programs with Sigma Theta, visit the sorority’s page at www.gvsu.eOT/
subjects addressing domestic violence, rape and the 2012 greeklife/nphc/delta-sigma theta-sorority-inc--10.htm.
• ♦ • ♦
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Open Mic Nights open up to new platforms
Spotlight Productions broadens show spectrum to draw larger audience
BY MARY MATTINGLY
LAKERLIFE@LANTHORN.COM

When you think ‘open
mic night,’ the first image
that might come to mind
il that of sensitive hipsters
playing Oasis songs on
the acoustic guitar. Spot
light Productions hopes to
broaden that perspective
with its edition of GVSUbased open mic nights.
“People think that (open
mic nights) are just for mu
sic,” said Carter Long, the
head of the Music Com
mittee at Spotlight Pro
ductions. “The (appeal) is
wider when we open it up.
>pefully, more people
II be coming to see it and
Int to perform in it.”
[This year, the open mic
^hts strive to be a platform
poets, storytellers, comics
I any kind of school-approlate work students wish to
)wcase. They will take place
the first Tuesday of every
month in Area 51 in the lower
level of the Kirkhof Center,
with the first open mic night
of the year taking place Sept.
The open mic nights will

run from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.,
and 15-minute time slots are
available for performers.
“It’s a first come, first serve
basis,” Long said.
If not all time slots are
filled, performers are allowed
more time onstage.
“People can stay (onstage)
for as long as they want, as
long they are not bumping
someone else out of their time
slot," Long said.
Jacob Guajardo, recent
opener for Hal Sparks and
winner of the 2013 edition of
Last Laker Standing, is in talks
to host the open mic nights.
“During (past open mics),
it was always clunky be
tween performances,” Long
said. “One performer would
finish, and the next would
come onstage to start set
ting up but it never flowed
well. Bringing (Guajardo)
in will smooth it out.”
The open mic nights have
gained enough popularity
to attract repeat performers.
Lewis Stone, the face of Hey
There Laker!, is a veteran per
former of Spotlight’s open mic
nights. A guitarist and singer,

Stone enjoys playing medleys
of pop hits and original songs.
“I like something that’s
more audience participa
tion,” Stone said. “It’s a
subtle crowd control. From
onstage, it’s annoying to see
the audience just sit there.
I’m going to try to get ev
eryone excited about what
I’m doing."
Exposure to new enter
tainment styles is also a goal
of the night.
“Going to the open mics
was a way to hear new tal
ent or see some familiar
‘veteran’ students that had
been playing at these events
consecutively,” said Jessica
Wagley, a member of Spot
light’s music committee. “It
was nice to see the creativ
ity and individuality that
each performer brought
to the stage. Many of them
had written their own mu
sic, and some of them have
gigs at coffee shops or other
venues outside of Grand
Valley’s Area 51.”
The open mic nights
serve as a creative outlet for
student artists.

Passion for fashion
'GV Fashion Club welcomes members, revamps plan
BY JESSICA SMITH
4fjMITH@LANTHORN.COM

he day after La
bor Day marks
the unofficial start
to the fall season,
a^d that means fall fashkjp trends are underway.
£(|r some, back-to-school
popping is the most excitjjflg part of starting the new
^fhool year. The Grand Val
ley State University Fashion
(^ub aims to cater to those
students who love fashion,
want to explore trends or
COURTESY | GVSU FASHION CLUB
simply need help discover- Playing dress-up: Fashion Club is eager to try new trends.
ing their awas^yle.
arfld *hiSR became
cfyitiHwa^ fiJUrfUed rMaldheWobk ‘WteB Malbnt 0
•sxk
h*t^narS«#ttof
Malone
by
Dmii^as the Fash focused on increasing Mk*
said.
“We
had
students
from
club’s
membership
and
ex
ion Club in 2008, with the
all
different
majors
join
the
panded
it
to
students
of
a
interest to bring people to
club,
including
event
plan
variety
of
fashion-related
gether to discuss fashion
ners, designers, seamstress
Mends, create clothing and interests.
es,
crafters, models and
“We
welcomed
any
stu
hold fashion shows. In 2009,
people
who were merely in
dent
who
had
a
‘passion
for
he stepped down and Mary

Expert Care
Right on Campus

“Open mic nights spur cre
ativity,” Long said. “It’s about
being involved and practic
ing something, getting up the
courage to perform on stage
in front of people.”
Stone enjoys performing at
the open mic nights and plans
to play at the first of the year.
“I like to think that I’m a
born entertainer,” he said. “I like
to get a reaction out of people
for their own enjoyment. Hey
There Laker! has a brain.”
The people behind open
mic nights hope to bring an
even bigger crowd this year
than in years past.
“We have had a positive
attendance in the past, but
would love to see more of the
student body present at this
year’s open mic nights,” Wa
gley said. “With the location
being in Area 51, it would
be nice to see the place a bit
more cozy with more bodies
filling the space.”
The open mic nights are
also a way of bringing peo
ple together.
“I look forward to seeing
new faces and new talent,” Wa
gley said. “Anyone that loves

to perform should check out
this opportunity. We have had
everything from poetry, singa-longs with the crowd and
even some serenading. Basi
cally, each person performing
brings their own uniqueness

terested in discussing fash
ion ‘dos’ and ‘don’ts.’”
Today, co-presidents Sher
ri Anderson and Travis Sadler
head the club, and they said
they’ve completely revamped
this year’s meetings.
“Our first meeting we
will be introducing every
one to our club and what
it’s about and also (hold) a
VMA Award Show Fashion
Police discussion,” Ander
son said. “We encourage
discussion and contro
versy with civility to help
our members develop their
opinion of fashion and
start to develop a voice in
fashion.”
Both presidents agree that
club members have a wide
range of styles and fashion
knowledge and that learn
ing self-expression is one of
the most important things to
gain from the Fashion Club.
“Trends are important
to me,” Sadler said. “Self-ex
pression should be important
to everyone. You can do both
at once, expressing yourself

through a trend. Every type discuss designers and thgjr
of style changes every season, history, and this year we
so whatever category you fit will probably be adding
into, there’s always a new way some potlucks and movie
nights,” An
to express it.”
derson said.
People of
The Fash
all experience
ion Club ,js
levels are wel
c u r r e n t by
come, too.
hosting
.-a
“None of Trends are
contest with
our members important to me.
the
20/20
are fashion
Desk callpd
experts, and Self-expression
GVBest.the Fashion should be
Dressed.
Club really
Starting
aims to cre important to
Sept. 15, stu
ate a com everyone.
dents
can
munity
of
post two en
interested TRAVIS SADLER
CO-PRESIDENT
tries of thejr
students to
best looks on
learn about
fashion together,” Ander Twitter with the hashtag
#GVBestDressed to be errson added.
Throughout the year, thq ljter£dto.win.a-$20rgift fcom
club will be doing & variety tie lJo»vrrlty*.l*ol«Slbre.
Hi^:oTtt#srCTlflsTkept. 11.
of activities that are both
The Fashion Club meets
hands-on and educational.
“We plan fashion shows every Tuesday night in the
on campus, create DIY Kirkhof Center room 0072
crafts, go on field trips like at 9 p.m.
For more information, vis
thrift store shopping; we do
award show outfit reviews, it the club’s Facebook page, o

COURTESY I SPOTLIGHT PRODUCTIONS

Opening up: Lewis Stone performed at Open Mic Nights in 2012
and anticipates perticipating again in 2013 events.

to the table. We want thisjjo
be a fun, laid-back event.” 4
To book a performance
time, email Carter Long^-at
carterlong@me.com. Those
who do not book a slot are
not guaranteed stage timdr
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Live Downtown

Discover the Metro Health difference at the
GVSU Campus Health Center and right down
the road at Metro Health Allendale. Our two

Ask about
specials
for GVSU
students 6

convenient sites offer a wide range of services
to meet all your health care needs.
• Same-day appointments when you’re sick
• Online scheduling, prescriptions...
even email your doctor
• Physical therapy, X-ray, STD testing and lab
• We bill insurance
Visit metrohealth.net
for details on each office.

GVSU Campus
Health Center

Metro Health
Allendale

(616) 252-6030

(616) 252-3900
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FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY

MARKETPLACE

AND STAFF

FOR COMMERCIAL RATES CALL 616-331-2460

BUY/SELL/TRADE
Housing
48 West - Now leasing for
the 2014-2015 school year!
Call (616)-895-2400 for more
information.
Highland Place Apartments Studio and 1 bedroom apart
ments designed with comfort
and style! (616)-234-0100.

Looking for a Subleaser for
the 2014 Winter semester. I
live in Meadows Crossing
apartments with 3 other
guys. 419 a month, including
cable, water, parking, a pool,
and tons of other amenities! I
would pay any sublease fees,
and would consider even
paying more for some extra
incentive. Please text or call
me at 989-750-2499 or email
me at eaurab@gmail.com
Looking to sublease a 1 bed
room apartment. Please con
tact ASAP if you are looking
for a subletter.
donnelld@mail.gvsu.edu
Open to 2 br w/good room
mate. Clean, studious.

Pineridge Apartments has
ground level apartments that
look and feel like condos!
Ideally located between Al
lendale and Grand
Rapids. (616)-453-7999.

Forever Prints Pottery

Paid: Yes
Location: Allendale, Ml
Search Job ID: 9313
Apply by: September 24,
2013

Plaza Towers Call (616)-776-3300 for more
information on Plaza Tower
Apartments located Down
town.

For more information visit
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs

The Lofts - 1 & 2 bedroom
apartments less than a mile
from the downtown
campus. (616)-234-0100.

Internships
EasyEventPlanning.com

Federal-Mogul Corporation

Job Title: Marketing & Public
Relations Internship
Location: Nationwide
Search Job ID: 9550
Apply by: October 1, 2013

Job Title: Engineering Intern
Paid: Yes
Location: Greenville, Ml
Search Job ID: 9491
Apply by: September 28,
2013

For more information visit
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs

For more information visit
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs

Walgreens
Job Title: Community
Management Internship

Pioneer Construction - Man
aged construction, per
formed steel erections, and
did general traces on both
the Seidman center and the
MIP Library. Pioneer has
done many other projects
with GVSU in the past such
as the Padnos Center.
(616)-247-6966

I am a sophomore looking for
ALL female roommates near
the Allendale campus for the
Winter semester. Hoping to
not have to pay over $400 for
rent, depends on the situa
tion. If you live extremely
close to a bus stop for the 50
in downtown Grand Rapids, I
could work with that. If any
one needs a roommate dur
ing the Winter semester or
knows of anyone who does,
please contact me by email
to bhagger1294@gmail.com
or call 269-487-7041.
In need of two roommates
for my 3BR house in GR’s
East Hills area. Email me for
more information
lacroixl@mail.gvsu.edu

Search Job ID: 9499
For more information visit
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs

Roommates
Any GIRLS in need of a third
roommate for the remainder
of this semester and next se
mester as well!? I’m a Junior,
20 years of age, easy to get
along with, I like to have fun,
super clean!

IMONENT
TAVIL
GLAIN

X

FINOTY

‘Know why I only lasted three in

A coMMUHITY

live this way

FRIENDS
WITH
"LIKE "US ON
OacefawJk

SUBMIT

Valley City Signs - Located in
Comstock, Ml, VCS has been
producing exterior and inte
rior signs all over the state.
They made the 1400 signs in
the MIP Library and the exte
rior signs for the Seidman.
(616)-785-5708

Metro Health - Expert care
right on campus! GVSU's
Campus Health Center.
Call (616)-252-6030 for more
information or appointments.

BRAIN BUSTERS
SCRAMBLERS

VIEW

Valley City Signs - Located in
Comstock, Ml, VCS has been
producing exterior and inte
rior signs all over the state.
They made the 1400 signs in
the MIP Library and the exte
rior signs for the Seidman.
(616)-785-5708

Services
Top Moda Women’s Pack-72
Boots, $30, Tan, Military
style, Brand New, Size 8,
Email me at:
tinsleyb@mail.gvsu.edu

C.AMPUS

Pioneer Construction - Man
aged construction, per
formed steel erections, and
did general traces on both
the Seidman center and the
MIP Library. Pioneer has
done many other projects
with GVSU in the past such
as the Padnos Center.
(616)-247-6966

Miscellaneous

Salary: $ 14/hour
Location: Nationwide

In need of two roommates
for my 3BR house in
GR&#039;s East Hills area.
Email me for more informa
tion lacroixl@mail.gvsu.edu

classifieds@lanthorn.com

Roommates

Job Title: Ceramics and
Graphic Design Internship

some restrictions apply

YOUR EVENTS

“FREE™
classified5@lanthom.com
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SH318 W VtOS

by Dave T. Phipps

''this LOS IS ALWAYS TRICKY THE^ y REMEMDEft OWEN, Doth- LET A
ANYTHING DISTRACT YOU. ONCE
SECRET IS TO STAY FOCUSED j
^weheactoss we can go eat j

hM

MY MOM ORDERED PIZZA WITH^
PEPPERONI
AND EXTRA CHEESE!^
lTC
rrx

r0WEN?

)

------------------------

TODAY'S WORD

nings? I forgot to take my Cheweez
_________________Pills today...”

NEW 130ACROSSES

Super Crossword
ACROSS
1 Boxing
punches
5 Bulk-buying
chain
13 Professional
copyists
20 Balls
21 Represent
as parted
22 Ballerina
Galina
23 Something
bad that has
to be done
25 Kind of comb
26 Picnic
crawler
27 PIN-taking
dispenser
28 Sealant stuff
29 One-eighty
on the road
JO One-named
Deco artM
31 Beastly
33 Actor on
The Dick
van Dyke
Show*
37 Samuel with
a code
39 Ad of
keeping
watch
40 Arsenal stuff
43 Three-horse
carriages
47 Complains
52 l orxjtimr.
classroom
magazine

55 Dutch
banking
gw»nt
56 Notorious
emperof
57 Curry of
Today”
58 Wide-shoe
letters
59 Very
interested n
61 Turn into a
mummy
63 Thither
64 Not far from
66 18-yard box.
in soccer
68 Bear in
Mexico
70 Serving
several
functions
73-----K (tyke's
class)
74 -Match
Game” host
77 Joke teftmg
Jay
79 Relaxing
resort
62 Ador Platt
83 Last Greek
letters
66 Antique Olds
87 IN bred fellow
88 Head, in
Cannes
89 Suffix with
east or north
91 Engage in
srtly play
94 Intimidate

96 Rio de —,
Brazil
97 Court
partitions
98 Brazil s first
emperor
100 Previously, in
poetry
103 Knighted
English
portraitist
110 Life forms
114 Suffix with
launder
115 Hardly rigid
116 Yearbook bit
117 Grazing
ground
118 Amazed cry
119 Call to mmd
121 -Fosse,*
eg
125 Neil of the
Pet Shop
Boys
126 Pep up
127 Put on. as
cargo
128 Socks with
diamonds
129 Like a fez
130 Word
rearranged
and hidden
in this
puzzles
eight longest
answers
DOWN
1 — Brothers
(boy band)

2 Vying venue
3 Uoctoc
Who" airer
4 Clevelandto-Akron dir
5 Nun
6 Eve s mate
7 Sea, to
Simone
8 “What do
you -- that?”
9 With 40Down, erase
10 French for
"book”
11 Israeli arm
12 Air or ami
lead-m
13 Definite
indication
14 Thing shot
in skeet
shooting
15 —a-tat
16 Entomb
17 Two-by-four
18 Title role for
Patti LuPone
19 Bay State
port
24 Starchyielding palm
29 Ballpark
arbrter
32 Crazedty
33 Paltry
34 Pining type
35 Horse kin
36 “Do Ya” gp
38 Flowing
steadily
40 See 9-Down

41 "Ask —
questions ..."
42 Akin to
Amish
44 Acorn maker
45 Ending lor
cyan
46 Continuing
46 Open, as a
gate
49 Coast Guard
coup
50 Detective
novelist —
Stanley
Gardner
51 Cell body
53 Poe maiden
54 *— -haw!"
(“Wheel")
55 As a whole
60 Beetle
bride
62 "I lost —
meatball ..."
(“On Top of
Spaghetti"
lyrtc)
65 Apply, as
ointment
67 Wary about
69 Break off
71 Abner's
radio
partner
72 "Johnny —"

M3

15

16

[sic].

byTerry Stickels

An alphametic tribute to Texas
Rangers slugger Josh Hamilton.

JOSH
+ TEXAS
HOMER

©2013 King Features Syndicate

19

Even Exchange
130

57

80
81
84
85
90

gp

Huff and puff
Appends
Gas suffix
Do moguls
New rough
sketches
92 Periods
93 “Finally —
know!”
95 Cartoon
shopkeeper
96 Great elation
99 Critic Reed
101 Did as told
102 Hindquarters
103 Certain
Volkswagen
104 Additional
105 Wasp
attack
106 Youngman of
one-liners
107 Wind quintet
instruments
108 Fibbers
109 Avoid slyly
111 Stellar
phenomena
112 Mild cheese
113 Utter
117 Lie around
120 — Kan
(old dog food
brand)
(1957
121 Track wager
Disney film) 122 Cell material
123 Wheaton of
74 Attend
TV and film
75 Height Abbr
124 TV Tarzar
76 “Is anyone
player Ron
else here 7”

pr
125

62

78 Teachers'

**D°m*penman

Each numbered row contains two clues and two 6-letter answers. The two answers differ from each other
by only one letter, which has already been inserted. For example, if you exchange the A from MASTER
for an I, you get MISTER. Do not change the order of the letters.
1. Tip over the milk

_____ I_______ Magic charm

_____ E_______

2. Used the phone

________ L______ Comforted

________ M_______

3. Hornet bite

__ T_____

Playground fixture

_ W________

4. Affluence

W

Wellbeing

H

5. Bellybutton

________ E ___

Maritime

------------- A _

6. Frighten

___________ E

Muffler

____________F

7. Group of kittens

__

8. Windy month

_____ R______ Tennis competition

_____ T_______

9. Mission

Q___________ Visitor

G____________

10. Bell sound

I___________ Concluding

__N_________ Shimmy, like Jello

_ A___________

_____ G__________
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